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DOBSON, NC  June 26, 2017 – The Surry County Board of Education would like to congratulate 
Dana Thomas, principal of Shoals Elementary, who announced her retirement effective July 1, 
2017.  Mrs. Thomas is a thirty-year veteran educator in the Surry County School System.  Over 
her career, Mrs. Thomas has worked as a teacher at Westfield Elementary and Pilot Mountain 
Middle, an instructional specialist for middle grades, and assistant principal at Copeland and 
Surry Central.  In 2010, she opened the new Rockford Elementary School as principal where she 
remained for three years before becoming principal of Shoals Elementary. 

Dana Thomas commented, “Thirty years has passed quickly for me, and I attribute that to the 
fact that those years have been very enjoyable.  My journey has been the best.  I appreciate the 
support provided me through the years.  I will miss everyone but mostly the children.  There 
aren’t many jobs where you can get several hugs a day.  I wish the staff and students continued 
success.” 

Mr. Jared Jones, current assistant principal at Pilot Mountain Middle, will begin as principal of 
Shoals Elementary effective July 1, 2017.   Mr. Jones began his career at South Stokes High 
School where he taught agriculture classes for one year.  The following year, he transferred to 
Piney Grove Middle as a health and physical education teacher.  While at Piney Grove, he also 
served as the athletic director.  He came to Pilot Mountain Middle as the assistant principal in 
December 2015.   

Mr. Jones received a Bachelor of Science degree in health and physical education from 
Winston-Salem State University and a Master of Arts from East Carolina.  In 2015, he gained an 
add-on license in administration from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington. During 
graduate school, he worked as a graduate assistant coach for Jeff Lebo, men’s basketball coach 
at East Carolina.  Mr. Jones credits Coach Lebo for helping him develop leadership skills and 
traits that have prepared him for a career in education. 
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Mr. Jones says, “I want to thank Dr. Reeves and the Board of Education for trusting me with this 
opportunity.  I am honored to serve as principal of Shoals Elementary and look forward to 
working with the students, parents, staff, and community to build upon the success that Shoals 
has maintained for many years.” 

Mr. Jones and his wife, Ashley, reside in Pilot Mountain. They have a two-year old son, 
Harrison, and are expecting their second son, Griffin, in September.   

Superintendent Travis L. Reeves said, “I thank Mrs. Dana Thomas for thirty years of service to 
the Surry County School System and wish her a very happy retirement.  I, along with the Board 
of Education, look forward to working closely with Mr. Jones as he begins this new journey.  We 
are excited about the 2017-2018 school year.” 
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